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TRONT Kaiwhakahaere & Deputy Kaiwhakahaere Election

The new Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu Deputy Kaiwhakahaere, 
Matapura Ellison, addresses his first TRONT wānaka

Meet the Candidates - Matapura Ellison, Lisa Tumahai, David O'Connell, Quentin Hix (leg's owner unkown)

There was a good turn out from all three rūnaka for the ‘Meet the Candidates’ hui held at Puketeraki 
Marae on early October.  Paulette Tamati-Elliffe had the job of facilitating the session so that we 
heard from all the candidates and learnt more about them, what is important to them and how 
they see the future for Ngāi Tahu and TRONT. We heard from Quentin Hix, David O’Connell and Lisa 
Tumahai, all candidates for the Kaiwhakahaere position, as well as Matapura, who was standing for 
Deputy Kaiwhakahaere.  It was a good natured and informative hui. 

The Runaka was proud and excited to have 
our Runaka Chair and TRoNT representative 
Matapura, elected in November to the position 
of Deputy Chair of Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu.  As 
part of the process of being elected, Matapura 
attended a number of runaka meetings where 
he was asked questions. 
While Matapura was the only person nominated, 
it was never certain that the rest of the TRoNT 
members would vote for him. He was asked a 
question during the election meeting about 
how he would guard against favouritism of one 
runaka over another. Diplomatically, Matapura 
answered that he would bring to the TRoNT 
table his ability to mediate and find consensus. 
Matapura was elected overwhelmingly and the 
rest, as they say, is history.
The Runaka wish Matapura and the new 
Kaiwhakahaere, Lisa Tumahai of Kāti Waewae, 
all the best for the next three years. 
         Nā Katharina Ruckstuhl

New Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu Deputy Kaiwhakahaere
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Learning Raranga Whaariki

New Members
Maddie Cole Duff, Chantal Vanisi, Keanu Vanisi, 
Kalani Vanisi, George Tripp, Taika Collings, 
Brooke Collings, Rawa Karetai, Taleta Dick 
(Dunedin), Kenneth Smart, Samara Hewlett 
(Christchurch), Desmond McLeod (Auckland), 
Wayne Hewlett (Timaru), Gillian Hopkins, Finn 
Henderson, Ciaran Henderson (Queenstown)

Whiria ka Aho ki Puketeraki have been on a journey of learning raranga whaariki.  We are quite 
fortunate that our taua Phyllis Smith and Betty Apes are so enthusiastic and encourage us to grow 
to our full potential!  True wahine toa!
Under the tutelage of Roka Cameron we embarked on this kaupapa almost three years ago where 
we started the task of preparing enough harakeke for whaariki.  Our 1st wānaka was the Easter of 
the blood red moon and we began to realise and appreciate the size of the mahi ahead of us.  Just 
recently we completed the project just after the super full moon.
Roka’s words of wisdom at the start were: take your time and do it well, check your pattern often 
and make sure there are no mistakes.  One whenua out of place can throw the whole pattern out.  
Mirimiri the whaariki as you go.

We were very fortunate to have the support and expertise of Lisa Phillips and Blondie Lewis to help 
us problem-solve along the way.  They are truly amazing weavers and very motivating to work with.  
We were also able to incorporate some of the techniques learnt at the Kai Tahu weavers and carvers’ 
forum where we learnt another way to do the hono and how to cast off in taki rua.
In summary we now know:
• Take regular breaks and be self-caring
• Set achievable goals
• Enjoy the experience and laugh often
• And, unpicking your mahi is all part of getting it right
Many hands have helped along the way, special thanks and appreciation – he mihi nunui, he mihi 
aroha ki a Roka Cameron, Lisa Phillips and Blond Ngamoki.  You are all amazing teachers, each 
moment in your presence stretches and challenges us to grow and advance our mahi raranga.
Ka mau te wehi!        Nā, Marianne Te Tau

The project completed!Mahi at the marae

Photo at left: Trimming up
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CHINESE FILM CREW VISIT

Hinerangi Ferrall-Heath, Suzanne Ellison, 
Matapura Ellison and Stella the farm 

dog, with members of the chinese film 
crew at Matapura's farm in Karitane

We hosted a group of film-makers from Shanghai 
in October.  The visit was supported by a small 
but quality crew of Aroha & Myra in the kitchen 
with Cheyanne (rakatahi) as kitchen hand, and 
Matapura, Hinerangi, John Broughton and me 
out front.  
Joe, the Dunedin based Chinese liaison person, 
had visited the office to set up the visit and 
arrangements were made to meet those 
expectations.  Unbeknown to us, a DCC contact 
thought the group was visiting Ōtākou Marae 
as they were visiting Larnach Castle and the 
Albatross Colony in the morning, and he had 
organised a farm visit on the Peninsula.  We 
were unaware that the manuhiri were doing final 
research into a documentary about farming in 
New Zealand and that they thought as well as 
visiting the marae we were providing a farm visit.  
So, we put aside the poi & rolled up newspapers 
for stick games, then Mat dashed home & got his 
farming gears on.  

The group seemed to enjoy their visit to Mat’s 
farm, where they saw a small mob of sheep 
running around the farmyard, had to negotiate 
a muddy rutted driveway with hens scratching 
around their feet & watched Mat and his dog 
Stella bring a herd of cattle into the cattle yards.  
After the farm visit concluded we went to 
Huiterangiora & later entertained them with 
a few waiata before we all enjoyed a fabulous 
hākari & korero.  

Everyone went away very satisfied, as far as we 
could tell, with the organiser Joe being very 
pleased (& relieved). We’ll let you know if we get 
called up to feature in the documentary.  This 
was not a typical visit but demonstrates how 
adaptable you have to be at times.  
   Nā, Suzanne Ellison

Tribute to Joan Ellison
Joan Ellison was a great lady. I remember when 
I first joined the Kāti Huirapa runaka about 30 
years ago, I knew nobody and Joan was one 
of the people I will always be grateful to, for 
welcoming my husband Kevin and I to the first 
General Meeting that we attended. 
Joan told me how she knew the Lloyd whānau 
and how her Aunty Olly was married to one of 
my grandmother’s cousins. Her friendliness was 
so helpful in making me feel part of the whānau. 
Joan was also a wonderful cook of traditional, as 
well as ordinary, food. She told me how to drain 
the koura and how to skin and hang the eel. But 
I never had a chance to deal with the eel - thank 
goodness! 
Joan's baking and the plates of food she bought 
to our meetings were the best. A wonderful, 
gracious and vibrant woman, our whānau loved 
and had great respect for Joan, especially Jenny, 
Jo, Kevin and myself.        
Ngā mihi,  Phyllis Smith.  'E MOE MARIE'

Joan (far right) with her sisters Joyce, Noreen, Betty, 
Helen and Win, at Helen's daughter's wedding sometime 
in the 80s.
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It is one year since I left DOC after nearly eight 
years of employment at both the Geraldine and 
Dunedin Offices as a Biodiversity Freshwater 
Ranger. I have just finalised setting up my 
consultancy Ika Logical Consulting. To date 
contracts with Aukaha (Flow limit setting, 
climate change), Kāti Huirapa ki Puketeraki 
(Mahika Kai) and Forest and Bird (fish survey 
work), Tipa Associates (Mapping) and University 
of Otago (BioHeritage Project) have gotten me 
through my first year. 

Inanga eggs along the Waikouaiti awa. Observed 
while doing BioHeritage work. There is a report 
written that should be available to you soon

I am extremely grateful to have had that work 
and have been extending myself into new areas. 
Jumping into the precariat is a leap of faith it also 
relies on a lot of good faith coming from all the 
supportive whānau I have known over the years. 
Thank you for your manaaki this year.
               Nā, Rosemary Clucas

New horizons for Rose Clucas

I have just got back from the three day Aoraki 
Summit put on by Te Pūtahitanga for Māori 
Health workers with a focus on moving the 
Maori nation. It was the most epic three days 
collaborating with some very inspiring people 
doing great things in our Māori communities. 
I am also graduating on Saturday with a 
postgraduate diploma in clinical pharmacy. 
          Nā, Brendon McIntosh

Brendon McIntosh

Ngāi Tahu whānau  attend 
the opening of the renovated 

Otago Business School
Ngāi Tahu whanau recently attended the 
blessing for the redeveloped business school.  
A special feature of the redevelopment is the 
sculpture and etching that were designed by 
Ross Hemara with the overall concept developed 
by Simon Kaan.

Hui te Rangiora Church 
repairs and restoration

Left to right: Janine Kapa-Blair, Ross Hemara, Simon 
Kaan, Ron Bull, Mark Brunton,  Katharina Ruckstuhl, 
Rachel Sizemore, Stevie Te Hau-Fergusson and Frank 
Edwards

We recently had a number of successful funding 
applications come our way for the short term 
repairs, as well as the longer term restoration 
of Hui te Rangiora Church. Firstly we received 
full funding from the Marae Development 
Fund at TRONT to replace a number of rotting 
weatherboards and repaint the church exterior. 
Excitingly, we also received full funding 
from Lotteries NZ for the development of a 
conservation plan, which will be carried out by 
a conservation architect, to give us the direction 
we need, and the ability to apply for further 
funding, to completely restore the church 
back to its former glory. Another application 
to geomagnetically survey the three urupā – 
Hautekapapa, Hui te Rangiora and Brinns Point, 
to map the unmarked graves that are present, 
was accepted by Lotteries. Next steps are to 
commission the architect to begin the process 
of putting the plan together, and establish a time 
line for the survey to start this mahi.



 December 2017                         Kāti Huirapa Runaka Pānui                                    Waru 2017

121 Grimness St, Karitane
C/- PDC, Karitane 9440

Phone (03) 465 7300
Marae - 520 Apes Road, Karitane

Phone: (03) 465 7793
admin@puketeraki.nz

www.puketeraki.nz

Runaka Office Contact Details

Our son Thomas Chaney has recently been 
selected as a Head Student for 2018 at Otumoetai 
College, Tauranga. He has had much academic 
success while at school endorsing NCEA Level 
1 with Excellence last year. At the Otumoetai 
Collge Māori and Pacifica Awards this year he 
recieved a 'Tu Rangatira Award'. His younger 
sister Sophia received a "Tu Kaha Award'. Thomas 
and Sophia are the grandchildren of the late 
Lesley Clemett of Tauranga (originally from Port 
Chalmers) who passed away in July this year.
Ngā mihi, Rachel and Justin Chaney - Tauranga

Thomas Chaney

Ahi Kaitai-Mullane and Ziggi Kaitai-Martin  both 
have been awarded the Mana Pounamu in junior 
and senior sections for Logan Park high School.
Also Ahi has gained an academic excellence 
entrance scholarship to Otago University which 
is a pretty huge achievement.
   Na, Kerri Cleaver

Awards and scholarships

AGM / RGM rescheduled
Due to the passing of Joan Ellison at the start 
of November, an executive decision was made 
to postpone the AGMs / RGM. They will now 
take place from 10am on the dot on the 28th 
January 2017 @ Puketeraki Marae.  The meetings 
will follow the usual format and there will be a 
catered lunch. We thank you for your patience.

Tees for sale

We have a new line of tees available for sale at 
the Runaka Office.
All men's and women's sizes available up to XXL. 
$30.00. Give Justine a call in the office, or pop in  
and have a look. We can post anywhere in NZ.
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Combined Rūnaka Christmas Party

Predator Free Peninsula 
The Runaka is working with Matt Thomson, 
Halo Co-ordinator for the Beyond Orokonui 
Halo Project, to work towards a predator free 
Huriawa Peninsula. We are really excited to be 
partnering with Beyond Orokonui to carry out 
an extensive pest trapping programme. This is 
an extension of an already large project that 
encircles Orokonui Ecosanctuary to future-proof 
the habitat of species that are starting to spread 
their wings beyond the sanctuary fence. Our 
vision is for the Peninsula to be free of all faunal 
pests, including rabbits, stoats, possums, rats, 
hedgehogs and ferrets.
So much restoration has been achieved over 
the years with the re-introduction of local 
sourced seedlings and we continue to grow 
these in our shade house on the runaka grounds, 
in conjunction with River-Estuary Care. The 
trapping programme we are undertaking will 
ensure our flora flourishes  and bird and insect 
species thrive.

Another fantastic combined rūnaka christmas 
party was had, down at the fishing club grounds 
in Karitane. Ōtākou where there in full force and 
managed to snatch the Te Wera / Moki Cup away 
from us, this time. Hana Kōkō was very much a 
feature of the day and the tamariki were well 
pleased with their gifts. A huge thanks go to 
Aroha Mules (Chief Organiser), Tawini White 
Jaime Tutbury and Rauhina Scott-Fyfe for 
stepping up and making this a really special 
whānau day.
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On a recent road trip with Dr Rosemary Clucas and Kaukau the conservation dog I was witness to hands on 
kaitiakitanga and the importance of keeping an eye on what is happening around our waterways. We took a 
five minute detour off the highway to check an Inaka spawning site in a creek that runs into Blueskin Bay. Alas, 
instead of being greeted with a thriving nursery we stumbled upon a crime scene. I started snapping shots as 
soon as we saw that the whitebaiter had illegally left fishing gear in the water and their bucket of rocks, broom 
and chair on the banks, evidence they would likely return to the scene.  
The photos show clearly that the greedy reprobate’s fishing gear exceeded more than the maximum allowable 
one-third of the water channel width and that he was fishing the entire channel (see crime scene photos), a 
clear breach of the regulations. Rosemary sprang into action, in one fluid motion drawing her phone out of her 
pocket and hitting speed dial. Before Kaukau could bark, our fisheries warrior reported the breaches witnessed 
to the whitebait Compliance Officer on the other end of the DOC hotline (see action shot, page 10). 

Practicing Kaitiakitanga

Crime scene 1: Kaukau investigating fishing gear left in 
the water which clearly exceeds one third of waterway

Crime scene 2:  Gear left on the banks indicating the 
offender was planning on returning to the scene

Christmas  at 
Hui te Rangiora Church

There is a Family Christmas Carol Service 
on Christmas Eve at 6.30pm. All welcome.         
The church is located above Puketeraki Marae 

in Apes Road, Karitane. 
Contact the Rūnaka Office (03) 465 7300

Ngā Mate
Joan Ellison, Lou Jarvis, Kuao Langsbury

Charitable Funding Grants
There are modest charitable funding grants 
available at the Runaka, up to $300 for those 
who are struggling to make ends meet. Please 
don't be shy in making an applicaiton. We are 
here to help. Funding for education is available 
and there is a special fund to support emerging 
leaders with a focus on those who are pushing 
the boundaries and/or striving to develop 
themselves in ways that will benefit them and 
our runaka. To find out more about charitable 
funding grants, contact Justine Marshall at the 
Runaka Office at admin@puketeraki.nz, phone 
(03) 465 7300 or check out our website www.
puketeraki.nz/wellbeing/he korowai - charitable 
giving

My take home message was that anybody with a phone, knowledge of fishing regulations and a passion for 
our environment can exercise kaitiakitanga and spice up a road trip. The Giant Kokapu, Koraro and Inaka that 
would have been caught in this instance are all ranked as at risk or declining.   If you see anything suspicious 
this summer on our rivers and streams ring the DOC emergency hotline 0800 DOC HOT (0800 362 468). For any 
suspicious activity relating to the moana dial 0800 4 POACHER or 0800 47 62 24 and email photos (number 
plates, bags) to ncc@mpi.govt.nz. Also, don’t forget to get in touch with Tangata Tiaki if you have any issues you 
would like to discuss (continued on page 10)
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Maara Kai update Hui-ā-Iwi
A roopu left Karitane early on Friday morning 
to head to Tuahiwi marae for the Hui-ā-Iwi. We 
were: Justine, Suzanne, Gisele and then a pick 
up in Timaru for Graeme Pepper. We headed 
straight for the marae and got our stall set up 
(it was the sole Runaka stall there!). The venue 
was hot, dry and dusty and we were feeling a bit 
jaded by the time we got there… some quick top 
up on refreshments and we had the stall looking 
fabulous. Saturday morning we got there nice 
and early and started selling our merchandise 
right off the table. The hit were the ecobags with 
our logo on them. People couldn’t get enough of 
them. We also had black tees for sale, to match.
It was awesome getting to meet so many new 
people, especially those who knew they had 
whakapapa to Puketeraki and were trying to 
make connections. All sorts of conversations 
ensued and kept us buoyed when the heat got 
a bit much inside the marquee. By late Saturday 
afternoon someone got a bright idea to open up 
the curtains on the side of the tent, and we all 
breathed a sigh of relief.
We went off to have some dinner, and then 
headed back to the main marquee for the 
concert. Marlon Williams was mindblowing and 
then we grooved to Ardijah for nearly 2 hours. 
What a night!
Our kapa haka group managed to get ourselves 
on TV One (twice). We had that little bit of magic, 
I think, and everyone seemed to have a really fun 
time. The CHCH Parata’s joined in as well and we 
must have had close to 30 performers on the 
stage in the end. 
We worked Sunday morning and got on the road 
to head back south by 11am. A very enjoyable 
weekend was had by all.
   Nā, Justine Marshall

The Puketeraki Stall 

After many delays with the weather we 
eventually managed to have Richard Templeton 
cultivate the ground for our orchard on the 30th 
of Sept which allowed the team to plant the trees 
on the 7 of Oct. The team on the day consisted 
of Phyllis and Kevin, Suzi and Brendan, Victoria 
and Rene, Khyla, Hinerangi, Aroha Mules, Laurel 
and myself. It was a long day but when we had 
planted the last tree, twenty five in all we sat 
round with a cuppa and and took in what we 
had achieved that day. 

On the 30th of Oct we assembled again to plant 
potatoes (rewai) and mulch around the fruit 
trees. On or about the shortest day we planted 
garlic and broad beans and they are almost ready 
to harvest now. On other days at the mara  we 
have planted Pumpkins, runner beans, more 
potatoes, gooseberries, currants, artichokes, 
blueberries, borage, and phacelia. 
Apart from a bit of trouble with stray lambs, a 
few rabbits and two paradise ducks the plantings 
have been quite successful. Another job on the 
list is to build another compost heap.
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At Hui-Ā-Iwi we were challenged to think about what tinorangatiratanga looks like to us. I imagine that it would 
been that we would have the legitimacy and resources to manage mahikakai because quite clearly successive 
governments have failed to do so. Imagine 0800 PUKETERAKI being the number you rang for enforcement, 
enhancement, and monitoring.       Nā, Ranui Ryan  

Practicing Kaitiakitanga (continued)

Action shot: Rosemary ringing DOC
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The Ngai Tahu commemorations of the signing 
of the Treaty of Waitangi are being hosted at 
Awarua Marae, Bluff next year. It is proposed that 
those travelling from our runaka to join these 
commemorations will leave Dunedin Monday 
5 February after work and stay overnight in the 
south, attend the commemorations on Waitangi 
Day, returning to Dunedin & Karitane at the 
conclusion of events on the 6 February. If you 
are interested in being part of this group please 
get in touch with the Runaka Office.

Waitangi Day 2018

This is early warning of proposed RGM dates for 
next year however dates are subject to change so 
be sure to check with the Runaka Office/ runaka 
website especially if you will be travelling to 

attend a meeting. 

28 January re-scheduled AGMs & RGM.
11 March

27 May
2 September

4 November AGMs, Triennial elections & RGM. 

RGM Dates in 2018

Ngāi Tahu has had a long and special relationship 
with Taramea (Aciphylla aurea). This is recognised 
through its listing as a taonga species in the Ngāi 
Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998. 
Taku hei piripiri 
Taku hei mokimoki 
Taku hei tāwhiri 
Taku kati taramea 
Adorned with richly perfumed moss, 
Festooned with sweet smelling fern, 
Embellished with aromatic sap, 
My fragrant locket of evocative piercing Taramea 
Traditionally Taramea leaves were gathered, 
plaited and the base of each plait was singed 
over embers until the heat forced the gum to the 
top, where it was collected. The gum was then 
mixed with animal fat, such as refined pigeon 
or muttonbird oil. 
Fragrant sachets took their names from the 
materials composing them. For example, hei 
raukawa, hei piripiri, hei tawhiri, hei mapuna, hei 
mokimoki, kati taramea, pona tarata, etc. 
Perfumed oil produced in this way was highly 
valued and was used for barter for food and 
greenstone, and as koha between rangatira. 
After more than 3 years of research Kati 
Huirapa Runanga and TRONT have developed 
3 fragrances from Taramea that we are taking 
into the retail market to test response from 
customers.  This is a pilot project and depending 
on it’s success we aim to develop a sustainable 
business to reinvigorate and share the Ngāi 
Tahu cultural practice of perfume-making with 
the world while retaining cultural authenticity 
for Ngāi Tahu.
   Na, Suzanne Ellison

Taramea...
Taking it to the market!

Jakoby Golfing Success

New Zealand Golf Foursome Championship Winners 
2017  at Wanaka - Nathan and Kylie Jakoby with their 
tamariki Kaiser and Kara nga mokapuna of the late 

Joseph and Rere 
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